

Adopted 12/8/15




Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by
Council Members Boyer, Hazouri & Anderson:
RESOLUTION 2015-852-A
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE JACKSONVILLE TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY and The city of jacksonville’s $1.5 MILLION APPROPRIATION REQUEST TO THE STATE OF FLORIDA FOR THE ST. JOHNS RIVER FERRY in 2016; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE AND MEMBERS OF THE DUVAL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville (“City”) and the Jacksonville Transportation Authority (“JTA”) entered into an Interlocal Agreement in 2014 which contemplated, among other things, the transfer of the St. Johns River Ferry from the City to the JTA; and

WHEREAS, the City and JTA currently desire to effectuate the transfer of the St. Johns River Ferry from the City to JTA by March 31, 2016; and


WHEREAS,
the JTA has partnered with the City and the St. Johns River Ferry Commission over the last few years to apply for grants to continue the operation and provide for capital costs related to the St. Johns River Ferry; and


WHEREAS,
the JTA and the City are requesting the State of Florida include a $1.5 million appropriation in the State’s FY 2016-2017 budget to continue addressing the capital needs of the St. Johns River Ferry; and 


WHEREAS,
the City and JTA applied for $6 million from the  Federal Transit Administration’s Ferry Passenger Grant Program to complete Phase II of the St. Johns River Ferry Slip Walls Rehabilitation Project; and


WHEREAS,
the slip walls were originally installed in 1949, and after decades of use, along with the exposure to the elements of the St. Johns River, have come to the end of their safe and functional life; and   


WHEREAS,
the City and JTA desire to continue their partnership to take care of the capital needs of the St. Johns River Ferry; and


WHEREAS,
the City and JTA previously were awarded funding by the Federal Transit Administration for Phase I of a capital improvement project to repair and stabilize the ferry slip wall and fender system; and   


WHEREAS, the City Council approved Resolution 2015-619-A, expressing its support for the City and JTA’s application for funds from the Passenger Ferry Grant Program, for Phase II of the ferry slip wall and fender system project; and
WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry is a critical link in the state transportation system, connecting Florida Highway A1A north and south across the St. Johns River impacting multiple counties; and

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry has been designated as part of Florida Highway A1A for inclusion in the East Coast Greenway, a developing trail system, spanning 3,000 miles between Canada and Key West, Florida; and


WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry served over 475,000 passengers in  FY 2014/2015, and is expected to surpass that mark in FY 2015/2016; and  


WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry supports the growing military personnel  and contract support personnel at Naval Station Mayport with efficient transportation to and from their place of duty, to ships in dry dock at a shipyard on the river’s Northbank; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry has been a continued source of economic stability in the Village of Mayport, and success of the St. Johns River Ferry has contributed to support for the redevelopment measures currently underway, including creation of a Community Redevelopment Area for the Village of Mayport; and 

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River Ferry provides an additional boost to the local economy through the eco-tourism generated from its proximity to the Timucuan Preserve, promoting visits to the federal park lands and recreational activities provided at nearby beaches and City and State parks on both sides of the St. Johns River; and


WHEREAS,
the City Council also desires to indicate its ongoing support for the St. Johns River Ferry with a resolution of support for the City and JTA’s $1.5 million request from the State of Florida; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

The City Council does hereby indicate its ongoing support for the St. Johns River Ferry to receive much needed capital improvement funding from the State of Florida, and pledges its continued partnership with the Jacksonville Transportation Authority to promote the viability and continued operation, under a safe state of repair, of the St. Johns River Ferry.


Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation.



Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige H. Johnston
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